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an Applied Creativity Conference in Central Eastern Europe?

For more than 20 years now, Creativity has been 
recognized around the world as a crucial skill for 
building a better future – either in business, 
education, or public policies. 

After more than 60 years of study and practice, today 
we see creative thinking processes being used for 
developing better leaders, better educational 
systems, better societies. 

Still, Creativity has a serious brand challenge in our 
part of the world. We see it as being a virtue of the 
few – a divine gift. We praise the creative class, over 
the creative process.
  

“Rebranding Creativity” is a 
conference that aims to start 
a movement that will change 
this perception and reclaim 
Creative Thinking as the crucial 
life skill for our better future.



Our 3 Main Objectives: 

To reframe Creativity (Creative Thinking) as a life skill – 
a deliberate process that is trainable and accessible 
to anyone who might be interested in developing it.

To start a conversation and a movement around Creativity, 
understood as the foundation for innovation and positive 
change in Business, Education, and Society.

To set a standard, at a local level, for what the Creative Thinking 
process is, what it requires, and what are its applications 
and extensions (i.e. Creative-Problem-Solving, Design Thinking). 



And a short story:

In April 2017, Matei Schwartz and 
Andreea Nițoi became the first and only 
two Romanian-based to ever participate 
and deliver a creativity session during 
CREA Italy – the 15th annual edition of 
the largest Creativity Conference in 
Europe. They felt lonely. 

Matei signed up for one of the 
advanced Creative Problem Solving 
3-day sessions, to further develop his
practice. Before the first day was about
to start, one of his facilitators told him
that he wasn’t the only Romanian
to sign up for the session.
There was hope.

Later, Matei met Iulia Lazăr during the 
session. Indeed, she was Romanian – 
but she had left our country some years 
ago, and was part of the Open 
Innovation team at an energy company 
based in Rome, Italy. Matei, Andreea, 
and Iulia started talking after hours. 

Fast forward to December 2017, the 
three already partnered with 5 other 
professionals in Romania and 
developed a professional association to 
promote Creativity in our part of the 
world. Their dream was to build a strong 
creative community in the CEE market.

And to further develop the foundation, 
train the right people, and hope to 
influence the right policy makers, in 
order to later rebrand the CEE region as 
a world-class creativity and innovation 
hub – with its epicenter in Bucharest, 
the capital of Romania. 



is different at an Applied Creativity Conference



Less keynote speeches, more interactive workshops

Less talking, more learning

Less cult of personality, more cult of the process

In a word: everything.

is different at an Applied Creativity Conference

Hereby are 3 key principles of such conferences: 

Applied Creativity and Innovation Conferences done right (i.e. Creative-Problem-Solving Institute or 
Creativity Expert Exchange in USA; Mindcamp in Canada and Chile, or CREA Conference in Italy) 
are highly interactive, profoundly educational, lively and fun.



At the “Rebranding Creativity” Conference in Bucharest, we do not invite Speakers, but Facilitators. 
Even though our guests are world-class innovation consultants, creativity experts, and professors 
of creativity and change leadership, they are not the stars.

is different at an Applied Creativity Conference



is invited to participate



GERARD PUCCIO EDOUARD LE MARÉCHAL
Previously an awarded art director, Dorte 
has been teaching creativity and creative 
thinking at the Danish School of Media 
and Journalism, in Denmark, for the past 
11 years. 

Apart from teaching, she also delivers fully 
tailor-made Creative-Problem-Solving workshops 
for companies, as a consultant and a facilitator. 
She is the Chairman of Creative Circle (the 
Danish society for creative industries) and she 
has authored several books on the topic of 
creativity and creative thinking. 

Dorte holds a Master of Science in Creative 
Studies from the International Center for Studies 
in Creativity, and is certified in both MBTI and 
FourSight. 

For the past 27 years, Dr. Puccio has been a 
professor, and than Chairman, at the 
International Center for Studies in Creativity, 
SUNY, Bufallo – the only academic institution in 
the world that provides a Master of Science in 
Creativity. 

Dr. Puccio developed the FourSight 
Breakthrough Thinking Profile, a framework that 
enhances people’s capacity to collaborate, solve 
problems and innovate, a framework that is 
globally practiced today.

Dr. Puccio holds a Ph.D. in organizational 
psychology from the University of Manchester, 
England. He has written more than 50 articles, 
chapters, and books. He is an accomplished 
speaker and consultant.

As CEO of Tangenciels, Edouard has been 
specializing in innovation since 1996. He consults 
with large companies, with Management, Strategy 
and Innovation Departments, and R&D 
professionals on topics of innovation and business 
transformation. 

Using his outstanding and long-time expertise, 
Edouard has developed The Butterfly Process – a 
proprietary framework for innovation, that highlights 
biases linked to the  representation of innovation 
phenomenon.

Edouard is the current president of Crea-France 
(the French association for developing creativity 
and the largest such organization in Europe), and 
he is also part of Crea-Italy (who organizes the 
largest and most important creativity learning 
conference in Europe).

DORTE NIELSEN

Our world-class guest facilitators 



INGRID DECLERCQ IAN ROSENFELDT
First a financial consultant, then a serial 
entrepreneur, Ismet was first drawn to creativity 
and innovation when she became a parent. 
Today, she is part of Innovation Bound, a 
company that helps individuals within 
organizations define and develop innovation 
strategies that work for them.

She has worked with large organizations, 
entrepreneurs, governments, academics, NGOs, 
educators, parents, and children all over the 
world - in the USA, Canada, Europe, Latin 
America, and Asia. Her clients range in age from 
5 to “undisclosed”.

Ismet holds an M.S. in Creativity from the 
International Center for Studies in Creativity, and 
she is a certified facilitator of FourSight, MBTI, 
Polarity Thinking, and Accelerated Learning.

As a co-founder of CONGAZ, Ingrid has 
been working on projects of realising culture 
change, building entrepreneurial teams, 
developing innovation programs for larger 
companies, and building HR in young, 
innovative companies. 

She lectures on team composition for 
entrepreneurial teams for Imperial College, 
London, the University of Brussels (VUB) and 
Erasmus College in Brussels. She has been 
a keynote speaker and facilitator at 
innovation conferences in Belgium, Holland, 
France, Italy, Canada and Pakistan. 

Ingrid is a certified MBTI-trainer Type I & II, 
and a certified FourSight trainer; she also 
holds an M.S. degree from the International 
Center for Studies in Creativity, SUNY.

With a Master of Science degree in Creativity, 
Innovation and Change Leadership from the 
ICSC at Buffalo State (SUNY), Ian Rosenfeldt 
currently helps leading Deloitte’s GreenHouse 
Corporate Innovation Labs in New York City, US. 

Ian’s background spreads from neuroscience 
and biology, to accessibility and the science of 
creativity and innovation; he delivers customized 
training in the area of deliberate creativity, 
innovation and change leadership, and he 
facilitates creative thinking workshops. 

Ian has been a leader and facilitator of creative 
problem solving workshops and various curricula 
at the annual Creative Problem Solving Institute 
in Buffalo, NY and at Toronto’s Creativity 
Conference – Mindcamp, since 2012. He loves 
biking and boarding. 

ISMET MAMNOON

Our world-class guest facilitators 



Our regional guest facilitators: 

Iulia is a Romanian-born, Italy-based creativity 
facilitator. She is a certified Lego®Serious® Play 
facilitator since 2015; in the past couple of years, 
she has been using this method extensively, while 
working as part of the ENEL Italy team, in their 
Open Innovation Department.

Iulia is also a certified practitioner in Design 
Thinking, and in the Lean Start-up methodology. 
She has facilitated dozens of co-creation, design 
thinking, and creative-problem-solving workshops 
on a wide range of business challenges.

IULIA LAZĂR 
Enel and CREA-EST

EMILIAN CARTIS
PepsiCo and Romanian Design Council

Emilian is a Strategic Thinker and Product 
Designer, who, after having worked for PepsiCo 
Global Design Innovation Center, in New York, has 
been leading the Product Design + Innovation 
department of PepsiCo Europe. 

In 2014 he initiated Romanian Design Council (a 
non-profit organization with the role of advocating 
design as a strategic discipline for innovation and 
growth in Romania). Since 2017 he teaches a 
design innovation course at the University of Art 
and Design in Cluj-Napoca, Romania.

RUXANDRA & 
EMANUELE MUSA
Babele and CREA-EST

Ruxandra & Emanuele are open innovation & 
business modelling consultants, currently based in 
Bucharest, Romania. They are the co-founders of 
Babele, a crowd innovation management platform, 
that helps corporations, incubators and universities 
to create large scale innovation programs. Their 
portfolio of clients includes: United Nations, 
Ernst & Young, and Berkeley University. 

Together, they have held over 40 workshops and 
boot-camps on social lean-startup, impact 
business modelling and growth strategies.



Our regional guest facilitators: 

From her position as a Service Designer & Design 
Thinking Coach at E.ON Romania, Alexandra is 
teaching Product Development Teams how to use 
Design Thinking Tools & Methods in order to 
translate research findings into insights, deliver 
meaningful experiences to customers, and define 
their MVPs. She is also a key player of the internal 
Innovation Program based on the open-innovation 
paradigm, turning employees into intrapreneurs.

Alexandra is a design generalist with a 
multidisciplinary background, and one of the few 
Romanians with a Master's Degree in Service 
Design from Politecnico di Milano.

ALEXANDRA COȘCOVELNIȚĂ
E.ON Innovation Hub

MAGDA ROPOTAN
Entrepreneurship Academy & 
Design Thinking Society

Magda is an innovation facilitator who moved into 
consulting after spending many years in corporate 
management roles at Honeywell, Genpact and 
IKEA, both in Romania and abroad. She uses 
FORTH Innovation methodology, Foresight, Trend 
Driven Innovation, and Design Thinking to help 
organizations prepare for the future, innovate, 
or transform their culture. Among her clients in 
Romania are top players in telecom, insurance, 
retail, oil&gas, and services.

Magda is a board member at Innovation Labs, 
Antreprenoria, and she teaches Innovation at the 
Entrepreneurship Academy and at Maastricht 
School of Management Romania.

MIHAI SVASTA
ICG Integrated Consulting Group

As managing partner of ICG Integrated Consulting 
Group, Mihai is constantly involved in innovation & 
change management projects. His mission is to 
empower individuals, teams, and organisations to 
make exceptional progress in meaningful 
innovation work.

In the past 7 years, along with his colleagues from 
all over Europe, he has been involved in innovation 
projects for leading companies in industries 
ranging from automotive to financial services, 
utilities, and food industry. 



Our regional guest facilitators: 

ANDREI CARCEA
Studio KortExact Business Solutions & 

DesignThinkers Academy

RĂZVAN PĂTRAȘCU
Firestarter

LĂCRĂMIOARA LOGHIN

Both an entrepreneur and a design thinking 
facilitator, Lăcrămioara uses creative-thinking 
methodologies in her business practice to facilitate 
the insights understanding and activation in their 
clients’ businesses. She has an extensive 
experience in marketing and communications, 
having worked more than 15 years in this industry. 

Lăcrămioara is the co-founder of DesignThinkers 
Academy Romania, and she holds both a Lego® 

Serious Play® and a Design Thinking certificates.

With more than 10 years of professional 
experience as a designer, Andrei is currently chief 
designer at Studio kort, a consultancy firm that 
studies and uses combined design methods to 
research & generate ideas through a collaborative 
approach. He works with organizational teams & 
entrepreneurs to build meaningful long term 
improvements across industries.

In the past years, Andrei has been involved in 
public sector design programs that seek a smarter 
interaction with our city, innovation in education or 
solving social issues.

Răzvan has been working in advertising and 
branding for the past 18 years. In 2007 he 
founded Firestarter, the first branding and design 
company in central Romania. In 2015 he 
organized the first involvement of western design 
centers in a dedicated design event in Romania - 
Design Council UK & Danish Design Center have 
been key participants of Design Driven Romania. 

Last year, Răzvan started Brașov Design Center, 
a social entrepreneurial initiative with the goal to 
empower citizens to co-design the public service 
and make Brașov a design driven city. 



ORGANIZATIONS 
50 – 60 attendees

EDUCATION
20 – 30 attendees

Professionals who work in large companies or 
SME’s, that are interested in collaboration and 
innovation; professionals who lead/manage 
teams, that are interested in improving 
problem-solving processes, performance and 
communications across their teams. 

Education professionals, representing public or 
private schooling systems, from primary to 
graduate and executive level, that are interested 
in creativity, innovation, change leadership. 
People from the non-governmental sector, 
interested in the subject matter.  

PUBLIC POLICY
20 – 30 attendees
Professionals representing governmental or 
non-governmental institutions that are 
interested in or are actively involved in changing 
public policies.    

Our Attendees’ profiles:



Maastricht School of Management 
Romania (MSM)

Romanian Design Council (RDC) 

Created by some of Romania`s most respected 
educational leaders (Dora Surugiu, Adrian 
Stanciu & Oliver Olson), MSM Romania is one of 
the few management schools that systematically 
combine education, technical assistance & 
research in its professional services.

Romanian Design Council is a non-profit 
organization of designers, academia and 
government members with the goal of growing, 
sustaining and promoting design and 
innovation as critical components for the 
growth and development of Romania.

Public Policies Institute (IPP)

The Public Policies Institute is a Romanian 
non-profit organisation that specialises in 
research, advocacy and raising awareness 
about public administrations, institutional 
transparency and the integrity of 
the ruling class. 

Our Partners: 



where
is it happening



is it happening

BUCHAREST
Hosted in the reclaimed building of Bucharest's old 
cotton production factory, Mater is a one-of-a-kind 
multidisciplinary space. Starting with the Materials Library 
that showcases more than 3,000 materials and fabrics, all 
the way to its colorful co-working spaces, meeting rooms, 
and studios, Mater is the perfect environment for 
collaboration, play, and creativity.

The event takes place at Mater Library, 
Splaiul Unirii 160, First Floor, Sector 4, 
Bucharest 040041
www.materlibrary.com



is it happening?



is it happening

The conference will take place on Monday & Tuesday: 
September 17, 2018 (from 9AM to 6PM) 
September 18, 2018 (from 9AM to 3:30PM)

The event takes place in Bucharest, and it requires 
a central & easy-to-reach location

Given the conference structure (keynote speeches, 
followed by smaller group workshops), the location 
should provide 1 hall, with a capacity of 
100 to 120 participants, and 6 smaller rooms, 
with a capacity of 15 to 20 participants. 



MONDAY Event Agenda (subject to changes)

0800-0900

0900-1115

1430-1745

Registration and Breakfast 

1300-1415

1130-1300 Your Bonus Session: 
Life   |   Design   |    Education   |   Business   |   Society

Networking Lunch

1800-1900

Applied Creativity Sessions: 
Life   |   Design   |    Education   |   Business   |   Society

Group Feedback Sessions

Keynotes: 
Rebranding Creativity   |   Creativity as a Life Skill   |   Creativity in Parenting
Reshaping Education   |   Creativity in Leadership   |   Creativity in Business   
Advocating for Creativity in Europe



0800-0900

0900-1030

Breakfast

1045-1215

1230-1345 Networking Lunch  

1400-1500

Applied Creativity Sprint Sessions (1): 
Life   |   Design   |    Education   |   Business   |   Society

Applied Creativity Sprint Sessions (2): 
Life   |   Design   |    Education   |   Business   |   Society

Group Feedback Sessions

1500-1530 Wrap-up keynote

TUESDAY Event Agenda (subject to changes)



can we offer

do we need from our Partners?



can we offer ?

Access
Discounted access to world-class creative thinking keynotes and training sessions for 
your board and/or your employees. A day and a half of learning how creative thinking 
processes can improve our work and drive positive change.

Reputation
The chance to make history – Rebranding Creativity aims to pave the way for 
developing creative thinking processes in the CEE region, and your organization can 
become part of this legacy.

Networking
Rebranding Creativity aims to bring together leading global and regional creativity 
consultants and facilitators, and up to 100 business professionals, educators, and 
policy makers interested in how creative thinking can improve how we learn, how we 
work, how we live. 



do we need from our Partners?

Money
Our budget for the first Applied Creativity Conference in the Central Eastern Europe 
region is €20,000. You have the opportunity to become our all-star sponsor with a 
€5,000 package that would include up to 25 registration tickets for you and your 
employees. Or you can be our key sponsor with a €2,000 package that would 
include up to 10 registration tickets for you and your employees.

Media Exposure
Our conference needs high media exposure in the next month. You can become our 
media partner and receive up to 5 registration tickets for you and your employees.



CREA-EST is a non-profit organization that supports and contributes 
to the development of creative thinking (creativity) in business, 
education, and society (public policy making) – in Romania, as well as 
in Central Eastern Europe. 

The founding members are: Matei Schwartz, Andreea Nițoi, Iulia Lazăr, 
Ioana Prândurel, Andrei Câmpan, Ruxandra Creoșteanu, Emanuele 
Musa, Edris Khalil.

Our main goal is to promote the use of creative thinking (creativity) 
as an innovation mindset, skillset, and toolset for business, education, 
and society (through public policy) in Romania and in Central 
Eastern Europe.

Asociația Crea-Est
C.I.F.: 38625457

Address: 16 Șoseaua Berceni, Bl. 3, 
Ap. 20, 4th district, Bucharest

IBAN: RO61 BRDE 445S V009 2722 4450



Thank you!


